DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.3484/2/2023/                                  


03rd July, 2023                                                     
O R D E R 
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Smt. Abida Begum, r/o- A-44, Navjeevan Camp, Govindpuri, New Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctor of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Opthalmic Sciences, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi-110029, in the treatment administered to complainant. 

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 31st May, 2023 is reproduced herein-below:-
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt Abida Begum, r/o- A-44, Navjeevan Camp, Govindpuri, New Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctor of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Opthalmic Sciences, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi-110029, in the treatment administered to complainant. 
It is noted that the Delhi Medical Council has also received a representation from the Police Station H. Khas New Delhi whose subject matter is same as that of complaint of Smt Abida Begum, hence, the Executive Committee is disposing both of these matters by this common Order.
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, representation from police and written statement of Medical Superintendent of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Ophthalmic Sciences, All India Institute of Medical Sciences enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Mrinalini Anand Yadav, Dr. Vinod Kumar, copy of medical records Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Ophthalmic Sciences, AIIMS and other documents on record. 
The Executive Committee noted that the patient Smt Abida Begum was diagnosed as right eye healed keratitis with senile cataract (Nuclear sclerosis III) with secondary glaucoma and left eye as complicated pseudophakia with secondary glaucoma. Prior to this she had been operated in left eye on 26.04.2016 for cataract surgery (got complicated) at Safdarjung Hospital. Also, she was under treatment for glaucoma in right eye at R. P. Centre since 08.01.2018. The records show that she was not very compliant with the prescribed medical therapy and was suffering progressive optic nerve damage due to raised intraocular pressure. Her cup disc ratio as recorded on 20.5.2021 were 0.7 and 0.9 respectively. The visual acuity was 1/60 and finger counting close to face respectively. A guarded visual prognosis was mentioned in the OPD card prior to surgery and detailed consent was taken. On the day of cataract surgery of right eye i.e. on 28.08.2021, the patient had an intraoperative posterior capsule rent alongwith posterior dislocation of nuclear fragments. This was further complicated with the development of suprachoroidal haemorrhage.  The wound was immediately closed and surgery postponed. In the post-operative period, the eye condition was monitored closely particularly the status of suprachoroidal haemorrhage. The patient was also treated for diabetes. On 08.09.2021 when ultrasound confirmed liquefaction of suprachoroidal blood the patient underwent right eye suprachoroidal drainage with vitro-retina surgery with phaco-fragmentation of dropped nuclear fragments alongwith silicone oil injection. After an initial period of settled retina, patient was detected with inferior re-detachment alongwith macular hole. A re-VR-surgery with ILM peeling was done on 16.11.2021.  Following this, the retina settled and the patient had a vision of hand movement close to face. 

The patient had an uncommon but potentially catastrophic condition in the form of suprachoroidal haemorrhage during the cataract surgery. The procedures adapted were timely standard and the very best available and also as per established medical literature.  Inspite of the best possible effort, the visual acuity did not improve as per expectations. This is again as per described medical literature where the presences of certain risk factors like old age, atherosclerosis, diabetes mellitus, glaucoma, aphakia vitreous loss during surgery, hypotony and poor pre operative visual acuity are associated with poor visual recovery, subsequently to subarachnoid hemorrhage. Keratitis, glaucoma and macular hole were other compounding factors. 
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Opthalmic Sciences, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi-110029, in the treatment administered to complainant.
Complaint stands disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 31st May, 2023 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th June, 2023.
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                                                               Secretary
Copy to:- 

1) Smt. Abida Begum, r/o- A-44, Navjeevan Camp, Govindpuri, New Delhi-110019. 
2) Medical Superintendent Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Opthalmic Sciences, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi-110029. 
3) SHO, Police Station Hauz Khas, South, New Delhi-110016(w.r.t. Dispatch No. 958/SHO/HKS dated 04.05.2022)- for information. 
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